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So much of nature is gone, friends.  
So much of it is gone…. 

We in CNRA have work to do. 
                        — Wallace Grange, 1951 
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Seated on steps: Wallace Grange, friend  
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Back Cover: 
CNRA’s mission statement framed by Owen Gromme’s pen-and-ink drawings from the CNRA 
membership brochure and masthead of The CNRA Report. A hemlock seedling growing from a 
stump symbolizes CNRA’s successful fight in 1952 to prevent the Wisconsin Conservation 
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hemlock forest regeneration.  
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Foreword 

H UNDREDS OF PAGES OF REPORTS, minutes, correspondence, and 
clippings stored away in boxes and basements needed to see the light 
of day once again. To celebrate CNRA’s 50th year, we sorted through 

these archives and created a booklet that tells CNRA’s story, written by people 
who were there in the trenches. We supplemented their writings with 
comments from the editor and brief asides: “Voices from the Past”—citations 
written years ago that shed light on a topic, and modern “Reflections”— 
memories of events, people and places written specifically for this booklet. 
Throughout, Fred Ott offers a perspective on the issues in his own words.  

The story we tell here is not the whole story. Someday someone will 
examine more thoroughly CNRA’s voluminous records and document its true  
impact on the conservation movement. Until then, this booklet, as the 
collective voice of our first 50 years, will stand as testimony to the vision 
CNRA’s founders had of a collaborative organization working for the 
“preservation, management and restoration of Wisconsin’s natural resources.” 

 

—Jan Scalpone, Editor 




